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Preface 

As a founding member of the Rotary Club of Berwick and still attending meetings in 

2018, I feel proud in putting together this history of the Club. I have been a part of this 

history since its first interest meeting in March 1961 with members of the Rotary Club of 

Dandenong, have been involved in countless projects and activities of the Club and have 

held many Club positions. 

This project began when the then President Tim Moore visited me in 2005, as always 

Rotary was the subject we would talk about, when I asked Tim about recording the 

history of the Club for future generations and as reminder to current members of what 

has been achieved, he approved the idea and the project was started. What a 13 year 

challenging exercise this has turned out to be, it was completed in 2018.  

My thanks must go to the wives of Past Presidents and families in the recovery of 

material to hand, to Tim Moore for initially accepting the idea of collecting and writing the 

History (book title) and to Gus Dominguez for his collaboration and collating the 

information ready for publication. 

Henry William (Bill) Minns 

Charter Member and Past President (1969/1970) 

 

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to collaborate with PP Bill Minns in the compilation 

of the Clubôs History. This project involved countless hours perusing through paper 

cuttings, old bulletins and annual reports when available and not always complete or 

detailed, phone calls to current and past members and, in some cases, their spouses 

and descendants to compile a record of the main events that characterised each year of 

the Rotary Club of Berwick.  

As a result, this history is written on a yearly basis, ensuring that the document contains 

the history of the Club rather than of its members. I trust this structure will facilitate the 

work of future Club historians. 

Gustavo Ernesto (Gus) Dominguez 

Past President (2014/2015) 

 

 

 

  



The Rotary Club of Berwick  Club History (1961 ς 2016) 

  Page 4 

Table of Contents 

PREFACE ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................................................. 4 

CHARTER MEMBERS ................................................................................................................................. 6 

CLUB FORMATION AND MEETING LOCATIONS ......................................................................................... 7 

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF BERWICK .............................................................................................. 7 

LOCATION OF CLUB MEETINGS ............................................................................................................................ 8 

CLUB PRESIDENTS ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

REG KURLL .................................................................................................................................................... 11 

GRAHAM WESTAWAY ..................................................................................................................................... 13 

GEOFF SILVERWOOD ....................................................................................................................................... 15 

BILL HENRY ................................................................................................................................................... 17 

JIM BROWN .................................................................................................................................................. 19 

ALLAN FUNSTON ............................................................................................................................................ 21 

CYRIL LLOYD .................................................................................................................................................. 23 

HARRY FOX ................................................................................................................................................... 25 

BILL MINNS .................................................................................................................................................. 26 

KEITH MCCOMBE ........................................................................................................................................... 28 

CYRIL MOLYNEUX ........................................................................................................................................... 30 

KAINIE  HARRIS .............................................................................................................................................. 32 

STEWART HOLLOWAY ..................................................................................................................................... 35 

FRED RAE ..................................................................................................................................................... 37 

IAN PASK ...................................................................................................................................................... 39 

MAX SCHUMANN ........................................................................................................................................... 41 

MARTI ALBERNI ............................................................................................................................................. 47 

LAURIE GAGE ................................................................................................................................................ 50 

RAY RANKIN .................................................................................................................................................. 52 

DENIS DWYER ............................................................................................................................................... 54 

JOHN GAUNT ................................................................................................................................................ 56 

BOB MCINTYRE ............................................................................................................................................. 58 

BRYAN LEONARD ............................................................................................................................................ 60 

GRAEME BEASLEY........................................................................................................................................... 62 

ROGER  GORDON ........................................................................................................................................... 64 

BERT AINGE .................................................................................................................................................. 66 

MAX PAWSEY ................................................................................................................................................ 68 

IAN WAKE .................................................................................................................................................... 70 

GARY EVANS ................................................................................................................................................. 73 

FRED MCCUBBIN ........................................................................................................................................... 75 

NEVILLE GREEN.............................................................................................................................................. 77 

JACK KRAAN .................................................................................................................................................. 80 

JOHN KLUYT .................................................................................................................................................. 83 

PETER BINNING.............................................................................................................................................. 85 

ROB TAYLOR ................................................................................................................................................. 87 

CHRIS BOOTH ................................................................................................................................................ 89 

GERALD TREASURE ......................................................................................................................................... 91 



The Rotary Club of Berwick  Club History (1961 ς 2016) 

  Page 5 

RAY MARTIN ................................................................................................................................................. 93 

ADRIAN FUNSTON .......................................................................................................................................... 95 

LEX BUCHANAN ............................................................................................................................................. 96 

LAURENS GORDYN.......................................................................................................................................... 98 

GRAHAM TUDGE .......................................................................................................................................... 100 

ADRIAN FROGGATT ...................................................................................................................................... 102 

JIM WILSON ................................................................................................................................................ 104 

TIM MOORE ............................................................................................................................................... 106 

TERRY CARMICHAEL ...................................................................................................................................... 108 

GEOFF  RANKIN ........................................................................................................................................... 110 

LYNNE WESTLAND ........................................................................................................................................ 114 

JOHN ROSENTHAL ........................................................................................................................................ 116 

SJAAK KUSTERS ............................................................................................................................................ 119 

GARY COOPER ............................................................................................................................................. 121 

MICK  MORLAND ......................................................................................................................................... 123 

BRUCE SHAW .............................................................................................................................................. 125 

GUS DOMINGUEZ......................................................................................................................................... 128 

GEOFF  DOUBLE ........................................................................................................................................... 132 

 

 

  



The Rotary Club of Berwick  Club History (1961 ς 2016) 

  Page 6 

Charter Members 

The Rotary Club of Berwick was charted on the 3rd day of May 1961, sponsored by the 

Rotary Club of Dandenong, in turn sponsored by the Rotary Club of Melbourne, the 

Premier Australian Club. 

The charter members of the Rotary Club of Berwick were:  

Jim Brown  Dry Cleaning  

John Bush  Cabinet Maker  

John Comely  Police Service  

Harry Fox  Fruit and Vegetables Retail  

Allan Funston  Milk Distribution  

Tom Hocking  Menôs Hairdresser  

Bill Henry  Furniture Retail  

Reg Kurll  Wool Growing (Charter President) 

Cyril Lloyd  Motor Engineer  

Colin Marshall  Private Bus Service  

Bill Minns  Motor Engineer  

Keith McCombe Fuel Distributor  

Harry McKinley  Real Estate Sales  

Graham McMasters  Bank Savings  

Jack Nobelius  Postal Services  

Jeff Paterson  Sheep Raising  

Jeff Robinson  Apple Growing  

Geoff Silverwood  Grocery Retail  

Herb Warren  Banking Commercial  

Graham Westaway  Meat Retail  

Joe Wills  Primary Education  

George Wilson  Cattle Raising  

Tom Warne  Painter and Decorator  

Wilfred Thomas  Golf Club Management  

Ken Symons  Delicatessen  
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Club Formation and Meeting Locations 

The Beginnings of the Rotary Club of Berwick 

The history of the Rotary Club of Berwick started when Graham Westaway, a member of 

the Rotary Club of Dandenong, suggested the creation of a new club in Berwick. The 

Rotary District Governor Frank Buckland asked his Special Representative Norm 

Gartside (also a member of the Rotary Club of Dandenong) to do a survey in the Berwick 

area about the formation a new Club.  

Interested Berwick businessmen attended two information nights held in March 1961 at 

the Berwick Inn Pool Room and a provisional Club was formed, with the first meeting 

held on 20 April 1961. The charter night was held in the Dandenong Town Hall on 3 May 

1961 before a crowd of approximately 240 people. 

Although the Club was charted on 3 May, the actual Club Charter was presented 

officially to President Reg Kurll at the meeting on 22 June 1961 with approximately 235 

guests from neighbouring Rotary clubs attending the night. 
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Location of Club meetings 

Meetings were held at the Berwick Inn until 1963, when the club moved to the RSL Hall 

on High Street, which soon after was sold by the RSL to the Masonic Lodge. The RSL 

then moved to its new quarters in Langmore Lane and the club meetings also moved to 

that location.  

In 1974 the Club met at Salisbury House, Upper Beaconsfield. Then, after trying a few 

venues which included the Berwick Senior Citizens building, in 1986 meetings were 

carried at the Beaconsfield Central Hotel. After a while the meetings were held at the 

Narre Warren Tennis Club and the Pine Grove Hotel in Upper Beaconsfield, followed by 

the Berwick Springs Hotel (the latter known also by its ownerôs names, first as Castelloôs 

and later changing to Zagameôs). 

In April 2013 the Club moved its meetings to the Beaconsfield Football Club quarters in 

Holm Park Reserve, Beaconsfield. 
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Club Presidents 

Rotary Year Name Classification 

1961/62 Cyril Reginald (Reg) Kurll Wool Growing 

1962/63 Graham Westaway Metal Retail 

1963/64 Geoffrey (Geoff) Silverwood Grocery Retail 

1964/65 William (Bill) Henry Furniture Retail 

1965/66 James (Jim) Brown Dry Cleaning 

1966/67 Allan Funston Milk Distribution 

1967/68 Cyril Lloyd Motor Engineer 

1968/69 Harry Fox Fruit and Vegetable Retail 

1969/70 Henry William (Bill) Minns Motor Engineer 

1970/71 Keith McCombe Fuel Distribution 

1971/72 Cyril Molyneux Insurance Life 

1972/73 Kainie Harris Motor Freight Transport 

1973/74 Stewart Holloway Pharmacy 

1974/75 Frederick (Fred) Rae Dairy Farming 

1975/76 Ian Pask Vealer Raising 

1976/77 Maxwell (Max) Schumann Apprenticeship Supervision 

1977/78 Martin (Marty) Alberni Stud Cattle, Beef 

1978/79 Laurie Gage Livestock Buying 

1979/80 Raymond (Ray) Rankin Automotive Engineering 

1980/81 Dennis Dwyer Used Car Retailing 

1981/82 John Gaunt Plumbing Services 

1982/83 Robert McIntyre Real Estate Residential 

1983/84 Bryan Leonard Banking Services 

1984/85 Graeme Beasley Past Service (Banking) 

1985/86 Roger Gordon Grocery retailing 

1986/87 Albert (Bert) Ainge Primary Education Administration 

1987/88 Maxwell (Max) Pawsey Municipal Engineering 

1988/89 Ian Wake Fruit growing 

1989/90 Gary Evans Building Residential 

1990/91 Frederick (Fred) McCubbin Teaching Primary Education 

1991/92 Neville Green Education Secondary 

1992/93 Jack Kraan Environmental Planning 

1993/94 John Kluyt Roofing Tiles Marketing 

1994/95 Peter Binning Warehousing Distribution 
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1995/96 Robin (Rob) Taylor Engineering Electrical Maintenance 

1996/97 Christopher (Chris) Booth Mechanical Services Consulting 

1997/98 Gerald Treasure Timber Retailing 

1998/99 Ray Martin Printing Administration 

1999/00 Adrian Funston Garden Services 

2000/01 Alexander (Lex) Buchanan Milk Packaging 

2001/02 Laurens (Laury) Gordyn Electrical Engineering 

2002/03 Graham Tudge / Laury Gordyn Veterinary Surgery 

2003/04 Adrian Froggatt Information Technology Services 

2004/05 James (Jim) Wilson Financial Management 

2005/06 Timothy (Tim) Moore Accounts Administration 

2006/07 Terrence (Terry) Carmichael Project Engineering 

2007/08 Geoffrey (Geoff) Rankin Chartered Accounting 

2008/09 Lynne Westland Funeral Services 

2009/10 John Rosenthal Plastics Manufacture 

2010/11 Sjaak Kusters Voice Professional 

2011/12 Garry Cooper Transport Services 

2012/13 Michael (Mick) Morland Cleaning Commercial 

2013/14 Bruce Shaw Travel Services 

2014/15 Gustavo (Gus) Dominguez Geographic Systems 

2015/16 Geoffrey (Geoff) Double Arborist 

2016/17 Mark Caulfield Animal Boarding Services 

2017/18 Ricardo Balancy Federal Revenue Management 

2018/19 Lea Paton Construction Administration 
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Year of Presidency: 1961/62 

President Club Year: 1 
Reg Kurll (Leila) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Reg Kurll 

Vice President Graham Westaway 

Secretary Harry McKinley 

Treasurer Graham McMaster 

Club Service Graham Westaway 

Community Service George Wilson 

International Service Herb Warren / Geoff Silverwood 

Vocational Service Joe Wills 

Sergeant-at-Arms Harry Fox 

  

R.I. President Joe Abbey Honorary Members:  

 R.I. Theme 
Act, Aim for Action, Communicate 
for Understanding, Test for 
Leadership 

R.I. Convention Tokyo, Japan 

   

District Governor F. Buckland 61   B. Freak   61/62 

District Conference Devonport  

The first activity of the new Club for the benefit of the local community consisted on members 

cutting, splitting and delivering firewood to the elderly and needy as a gift. Christmas hampers 

were prepared and given with other gifts to lonely families and children, distributing 26 parcels. 

The International committee was successful in entertaining Pakistan and South African 

students from Melbourne University to lunch at members' homes and taking them to an apple 

orchard, a dairy farm, a poultry farm and finally to the Narre Warren North Hall in the afternoon 

for tea. The students were then returned to the Dandenong rail station to complete their visit. 

Rotary Foundation was supported with a donation of 25 pounds to the Rotary Club of Dahuna, 

India, to assist villagers. A Sons and Daughters night was held on 26 April 1962. 

Through the Good Neighbours Council funds were provided to pay for a fortnights' camp for 

New Australian Child at Anglesea. The inter-club Golf Tournament delivered a profit of 40 

pounds which was donated to the Berwick Nursing Hospital. 

The Club organized a Bowls event held over two nights at the Berwick Bowling Club. Sixty 

rotary clubs entered the tournament and the home team won. The Club also played a 

challenge cricket match with the Dandenong club at the Berwick oval and the home team won 

by 8 runs. The return match ended in a draw, but the Berwick Captain claimed the scorer 

favoured the visiting team. 

The membership increased by 4 with the incorporation of John Lloyd, Paddy Ireland, Tom 

Rickards and Angus McDonald. 
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Year of Presidency: 1962/63 

President Club Year: 2 
Graham Westaway (Daisy) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Graham Westaway 

Vice President Geoff  Silverwood 

Secretary Harry McKinley / Angus McDonald 

Treasurer Graham McMaster 

Club Service Geoff  Silverwood 

Community Service Keith McCombe 

International Service Colin Marshall 

Vocational Service Bill Henry 

Sergeant-at-Arms Allan Funston 

  

R.I. President Nitish C Laharry Honorary Members:  
R.I. Theme Kindle The Spark Within 

R.I. Convention Los Angeles, U.S.A. 

   

District Governor Kenneth L. C. Davies 

District Conference Lakes Entrance 

 

President Graham was a member of the Rotary Club of Dandenong for 11 years before 

charting the Rotary Club of Berwick.  

The Club was involved with the Akoonah Park committee in a two day working bee. At the 

time, this land was the Shire of Berwick pound for holding wandering stock.  

The Rotary Club entered a float in the Shire of Berwick Centenary celebrations held in High 

Street on 15 September. In October 1962 the committee organised a Bowls Night at Berwick 

Bowling Club, showing a profit of $64.           

The firewood project was once again a successful event well supported by members and the 

delivery was very gratefully received by senior members of the community.  

On Berwick Show Day the Club hosted eight Asian students on a tour of the district in the 

morning, at the show in the afternoon and then a meal with a member's family. It was a very 

successful day. 

Members collected books, pencils and other school items and forwarded these to a Rotary 

Club in Suva. A reply was received thanking the Club. 

The first Hobbies and Art Show was held June 1963.  

The Club had five away visits to Rotary Clubs (Pakenham, Drouin, Belgrave, Dandenong and 

Camberwell). 
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A cricket match was held at the Narre Warren North cricket ground against a team from Rotary 

Club of Dandenong, resulting in a draw. A return match was held on March 3, with the result 

so hotly disputed by the team captains that the scorers couldnôt count. An excellent social day 

was had by all who attended. 

The International committee organised a film night. The profit raised on the night was directed 

to the Freedom From Hunger fund. 

Rotarians Colin Marshall and Graham McMasters left the club in late 1962, Colin due to losing 

his classification and Graham was redeployed for work away from Berwick. Ron Tivendale 

joined with the classification of Wood Industry - Lumber Preserving. 

Membership  27   Attendance 92%  
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Year of Presidency: 1963/64 

President Club Year: 3 
Geoff Silverwood (Norma) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Geoff Silverwood 

Past President Graham Westaway 

Secretary Angus McDonald  

Treasurer Tom Richards 

Club Service Bill Henry  

Community Service Jim  Brown 

International Service Alan  Funston  

Vocational Service Jack  Nobelius 

Youth Service   

Sergeant-at-Arms  Cyril  Lloyd 

  

R.I. President Carl Miller Honorary Members:  

R.I. Theme 
Meeting Rotaryôs Challenge in The 
Space Age 

R.I. Convention Toronto, Canada 

    

District Governor Tom Sides 

District Conference Lakes Entrance 

 

Freedom From Hunger Campaign: Club members braved the elements visiting district 

residents to obtain support for the campaign. As a result of this practical demonstration of 

Service Above Self, the Club's contribution to the campaign reached fifty-four pounds. 

 Wood Supply:  The community service project to cut and deliver 13 lots of firewood to needy 

families in the community was completed in true Rotary fashion, despite the rough weather.                                             

One Day Institute:  This year Berwick had the pleasure of acting as Host Club when the One 

Day Institute was held at the Berwick Bowling Club, with approximately 90 Rotarians in 

attendance representing all clubs in District 282. The main theme of the Institute was R.I. 

President Carl Millerôs International Exchange program together with all aspects of Rotary 

Information and Extension.  In his closing remarks D.G. Tom Sides paid credit to our club for 

organizing a successful one-day institute. 

The Vocational Service committee organised a Career Conference that was held at the 

Berwick State School. Ninety parents and students attended, together with leaders of various 

professions and trades who acted as consultants.  All agreed that the project was highly 

successful and decided on turning it into an annual affair.   The committee also organised a 

father and sons night with a suitable speaker followed by an evening for mothers and on an 

alternate evening. These were nights held at the RSL Hall, High Street, strongly supported by 

the community and the Club was congratulated on the worthwhile initiatives. 
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Club Service Director Bill Henry made sure that the members were kept informed of the open 

classifications and were published in the bulletin and that the committee chairman had this 

program was ready for their allotted night.   

On Tuesday 10 December 1963 the Club hosted a bowls night for the benefit of the Berwick 

Fire Brigade. 

One week, President Geoff ñturned onñ to record the proceedings of a meeting on tape, to be 

sent abroad. In spite of some microphone jitters, the members were assured the Cheadle Club 

of Staffordshire would get a lot of enjoyment (and information we hope) from the playback. 

Membership  24  Attendance  89% 

From the bulletin no 114:  
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Year of Presidency: 1964/65 

President Club Year: 4 
Bill Henry (Margery) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President  Bill Henry  

Past President  Geoff Silverwood 

Secretary  Cyril Lloyd 

Treasurer Tom Richards  

Club Service  Jim Brown  

Community Service  Allan Funston  

International Service  Tom Hocking  

Vocational Service  Harry Fox  

Youth Service   

Sergeant-at-Arms  Angus McDonald  

  

R.I. President  Charles W Penttengill. Honorary Members:  
R.I. Theme  Live Rotary 

R.I. Convention  Los Angeles, U.S.A. 

    

District Governor  R W A (Bill) Brett 

District Conference  Hobart 

 

This year the Community Service committee organised a Cemetery Working Bee held over 2 

days. The Firewood project cut and delivered 13 tons. The club also organised Christmas 

hampers to needy Families and a road side rubbish collection. 

Six fireside meetings were held.  

In the International arena, the Club hosted 10 Boy Scouts from Malaysia, the Jamboree to the 

Berwick Show. They were then home hosted for their evening meal. A group of 6 secondary 

children tried to establish correspondence with students of overseas clubs through Rotary 

Clubs but was not successful. Accommodation was arranged for three Asian students at 

Melbourne University. 

The Club participated in a careers conference, organising a talent quest between 4 primary 

schools (Berwick, Upper Beaconsfield, Beaconsfield and St Michaels), which was a great 

success with standing room only. A Film Night was organised at St Margaretôs School Hall in 

relation to accident prevention. Books were donated to School Libraries. 

A Sons and Daughters night was held on 20 August 1964. 

A vocational visit to Volkswagen Car Plant at Clayton was arranged for members and friends. 

A total of forty five member photos where to be taken in February for history records. (NB: 

these photos have not been located). 
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A Golf Day was very successful with over 90 players. The Club got 3 trophies, with Cyril Lloyd 

(First), Bill Henry (nearest to pin) and Jim Brown (wooden spoon). The Governorôs Cup was 

won by the Rotary Club of Sorrento. 

At the Christmas party, the Vocational Service Committee entertained the crowd with a theatre 

play (What a Life). The Rotarians acted with a reasonable amount of confidence, but a special 

mention was made of the star performer Harry Fox in the role of ñGwenò for a mop top of blond 

hair and the body line. 

Christmas parcels were distributed to needy families. 

Membership  27  Attendance  91% 
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Year of Presidency: 1965/66 

President Club Year: 5 
Jim Brown (Dora) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Jim Brown 

Past President Bill  Henry 

Secretary Cyril Lloyd 

Treasurer Tom Rickards 

Club Service Allan Funston 

Community Service Harry Fox 

International Service Bill Minns 

Vocational Service Cyril Molyneux 

Youth Service  

Sergeant-at-Arms Keith McCombe 

  

R.I. President Sput Teenstra Honorary Members:  
R.I. Theme Action Consolidation & Continuity. 

R.I. Convention Atlantic City, U.S.A. 

   

District Governor Max Cleaver 

District Conference Hobart 

 

Community:     

In a very active year, firewood was cut and delivered to elderly people and needy families, 17 

deliveries in all. 

The cemetery clean-up was again a successful project, which included dispatching 2 snakes 

as an additional activity. 

Some members welcomed several elderly citizens to have Christmas dinner with the families. 

Chairman Harry Fox's committee successfully formed an Elderly Citizen Club. The club office 

bearers where appointed on Sunday 6 December 1965. (NB: This was a precursor to Probus 

clubs). 

A working party was sent to repair a fire damaged home of Mr Jorgenson, a local neighbour. 

International:     

The committee tried to hold International day at Akoonah Park, but there was no interest 

shown.  It then arranged to host 20 students from Melbourne University for a day visit to the 

district showing them the agriculture and historical points of interest.   Rotarians then hosted 

them to an evening meal and members took them to the Dandenong railway station for their 

travel to Melbourne.  The Club received several letters from the group, thanking the 

participating members for an interesting visit. 
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The committee organised several interesting guest speakers. Miss Glenys Chilver was 

involved with a work party to the New Hebrides islands and showed coloured slides. She also 

had a map of the area where she gave assistance to the people. 

Vocational:     

The committee was successful in arranging a mini student exchange with the Rotary Club of 

Alice Springs in May 1966. Our club flew two students (Mary Gage and Joanne Webb) to Alice 

Springs for 10 days and the Club hosted Elizabeth Wauchope and Brendon Litzman.   

On Sunday 6 July, Rev Vic Murrel welcomed 12 Rotarians and families to an interesting 

service at Saint Andrewôs Presbyterian Church.  

The committee arranged a Club Bowls Night on 7 December 1965, plus guest speakers as 

required.   

John Richardson was the Clubôs first team member in Group Study Exchange. The tour was 

over a period of three months, leaving on April 2nd and arriving home on June 20th 1966. 

Membership  35  Attendance  95% 
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Year of Presidency: 1966/67 

President Club Year: 6 
Allan Funston (Betty) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Allan Funston 

Past President Jim Brown 

Secretary Keith Downard 

Treasurer Tom Rickards 

Club Service Cyril Lloyd 

Community Service Bill Minns 

International Service Tom Ortenberg 

Vocational Service Jack Lewien 

Youth Service  

Sergeant-at-Arms Laurie Gage 

  

R.I. President Richard L Evans Honorary Members:  

Lord R G Casey 
R.I. Theme A Better World Through Rotary 

R.I. Convention Denver, U.S.A. 

   

District Governor Max Cleaver 

District Conference Springvale 

 

From the President's Report 1966-67 

The  Rotary Year commenced with the theme Thoughtfulness for Others as the basis of 

Service, helpfulness to others is an expression, as one looks at the various projects and 

activities the Club has undertaken this year, one can only say that this theme has been 

foremost in our minds throughout the year, which proves we are upholding the great principles 

of Rotary.  

In this Rotary Year, the Club had privilege to extend an Honorary Membership to Lord R G 

Casey, the Governor General of Australia. Only special guests were able to attend, with two 

representatives of the Rotary Club of Melbourne (President W. J. King and Secretary R. A. 

St.John) in attendance. 

P.P. Jim Brown made the presentation to Lord Casey, who replied with suitable comment in 

thanking the Rotary Club for the honour of bestowing this membership on him. He mentioned 

that he was a past Rotarian, being a member of a club in Calcutta, India. 

The Club hosted an official visit from Rotary of Club of Hawthorn (17 members) and the Rotary 

Club of Melbourne (11 members).   

Past Presidents Bill Henry and Jim Brown provided guidance and were able to form the Rotary 

Club at Cranbourne; their first meeting was on the 21st February 1967.  

Community Service: 
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Chairman Bill Minns gave a report on the successful firewood cut and delivery of 19 loads that 

were delivered to needy families. 

The Club held a successful fundraising night for the Elderly Citizens Hall fund and also hosted 

children from the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children during the Easter period.   

Two Sons and Daughters nights were held, one counting with Monash University Professor 

Maurie Balson as speaker, talking about the Education Explosion. In April the club held two 

nights for mothers and daughters on the topic of Teenage Problems and Sex Education, with 

similar sessions following for fathers and sons.  

International Service: 

Chairman Tom Ortenberg reported that the monster BBQ held at Akoonah Park was very well 

attended. An estimated 700 people were there to witness the fireworks and other attractions. 

The committee organised a Bowls Night which exceeded all expectations. Tom also reported 

that our two volunteers to Dogura (Papua New Guinea), Mr & Mrs Moysey, have settled in and 

requested to forward any scout clothing or equipment available. 

Vocational Service: 

Chairman Jack Lewien led the organisation of the first art show (called Art &Craft Festival) 

held in the RSL Hall in High Street, reporting the show was an outstanding success. 

Membership  32  Attendance  91% 
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Year of Presidency: 1967/68 

President Club Year: 7 
Cyril Lloyd (Dot) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Cyril Lloyd  

Past President Allan Funston  

Secretary Keith Downard  

Treasurer Ted Hanlon  

Club Service Harry Fox  

Community Service Marti Alberni  

International Service Vic Murrel  

Vocational Service Bill Jessop 

Youth Service Cyril Lloyd  

Sergeant-at-Arms Allan Funston  

  

R.I. President Luther M. Hodgers Honorary Members:  

Lord R G Casey R.I. Theme 
Make Your Rotary Membership 
Effective 

R.I. Convention Nice, France  

    

District Governor Tim Jacobs  

District Conference Hobart  

 

The Club organised a successful First Aid course held in the RSL Hall over a period of 14 

weeks with 16 students attending. The lectures were under the guidance of Dr N Stephenson 

and John McMillan from St Johns Ambulance Service, Pakenham. 

Traditional club activities held included the cemetery clean-up and the cutting and distribution 

of 500kg of firewood to needy pensioners in the area. 

Two boys and two girls were sponsored to attend the Youth Forum in Morwell at a cost of 

$180. 

In December 1967 the Club held a discussion on what was needed in the town of Berwick, 

establishing that the town needed a sewerage system, improvements at the rail crossing, and 

a village was needed for Elderly People.    

The Club sponsored a scholarship for an Indian Student at a cost of $67.58 and also 

sponsored two local people to spend 12 months in New Guinea, Ian & Geraldine Moysey. 

David Robinson was sponsored to attend the first District 282 RYLA meeting and was gifted 

with a writing case. 

The Art Show organised by the Club was held at the Masonic Hall in High Street, Berwick, led 

by Stuart Holloway. Lady Casey agreed to provide two of her paintings for display and 280 

paintings were exposed, with the paintings sold amounting to $467. 206 catalogues were sold 

and 520 persons paid for admission, delivering a total profit of $80. 
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The club accepted an invitation to a joint Rotary BBQ at Rotarian Chas Huyskins in 

Pakenham.  

On the 2nd November meeting we had the pleasure of having Dr John Perkins from the Dept. 

of Economics speaking in reference to Australia and the Common Market. On said night 7 

Senior students from St Margaretôs School and teacher Barbara Philips attended and the 

students became very involved at question time. 

The Club donated $10 to the Berwick & District School Sports Association for the purchase of 

trophies.      

Membership  35  Attendance  88% 

During this year, Past President Allan Funston was elected President of the Shire of Berwick 

for 1968/69 and the RSL raised the cost of hosting the meetings from the usual donation to $8 

per meeting. 
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Year of Presidency: 1968/69 

President Club Year: 8 
Harry Fox (Nelly) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Harry Fox 

Past President Cyril Lloyd 

Secretary Ted Mellor 

Treasurer Ted Hanlon 

Club Service Bill Minns 

Community Service Ian Pask 

International Service Fred Rae 

Vocational Service Marty Alberni 

Youth Service  

Sergeant-at-Arms Ken Whiteside 

  

R.I. President Kiyoshi Togasaki Honorary Members:  

Lord R G Casey 

George Rae 

R.I. Theme Participate. 

R.I. Convention Mexico City, Mexico 

   

District Governor Alan McHardy  

District Conference Moe 

 

The Club had the pleasure of Mrs Betty Pearson 

speaking to the meeting about the International 

Girl Guides organisation. Betty has made a 

world tour of guiding and told us how strong the 

Guides are worldwide. 

President Harry Fox welcomed the first Rotary 

Exchange student to be hosted by our club for 

twelve months. Shozo Fuji will attend Haileybury 

College at Keysborough. His host families were 

PP Fred Rae and his wife Joan and Tom and 

Betty Rickards. 

The Rotary Club held our golf day at Amstel Golf 

Course, Cranbourne. The Frank Buckland Cup 

was contested by teams from other Rotary 

Clubs, the winning team on the day is not 

known.  

Membership  33   Attendance 93% 
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Year of Presidency: 1969/70 

President Club Year: 9 
Bill Minns (Joyce) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Bill Minns 

Past President Harry Fox  

Secretary Jim Brown 

Treasurer Ted Hanlon  

Club Service Keith McCombe 

Community Service Fred Rae    

International Service Marshall Baillieu 

Vocational Service Ian Pask 

Youth Service   

Sergeant-at-Arms Stan Exell 

  

R.I. President James F. Conway Honorary Members:  

Lord R G Casey 

George Rae 

R.I. Theme Review and Renew 

R.I. Convention Honolulu, U.S.A. 

    

District Governor Keith Norman 

District Conference Launceston  

 

Presidentôs Report 

The main activities during President Bill's year included: 

¶ Hosting of the Japanese exchange student Shozo Fuji, which was completed in March, 

1970 

¶ Organised a working bee at the senior citizens club establishing new garden beds 

¶ Held a successful malt and beverage night raising $100 and presented the money to 

the Berwick Gymnastics Club 

¶ Members of the Rotary Club hosted babies and children to the age of four years, from 

the society for prevention of cruelty to children 

¶ Also completed the annual clean up at Berwick Cemetery; and  

¶ Arrangements were made to accommodate three cadet students from overseas at the 

Melbourne University. 

An amount of $413 was forwarded to the Rotary Foundation. A golf day showed a profit of 

$160 of which $150 has been forwarded to the Mentally Retarded Foundation in the Berwick 

Shire, a remarkable achievement since this association only got off the ground on June 23rd 

1970.  The Rotary Club's cheque went out the following day with an assurance of fullest 

support. 

Another big project included a very successful art show. Awards were issued for the most 

courteous shop assistant. 
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Attendance figures were extremely good and the Club finished four times in the top ten, out of 

fifty-seven clubs in the District 282. 

The Club made a presentation honouring Rotarian Reg Kurll, who was the charter president of 

the Rotary Club. President Bill made a comment stating that Reg set a standard of leadership, 

which was hard to live up to. 

In his annual report to the Club, President Bill urged to build the Club on quality members 

rather than on quantity.  

Membership  34  Attendance  94%    
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Year of Presidency: 1970/71 

President Club Year: 10 
Keith McCombe (Vera) District 282 

   

Board of Directors  

President Keith McCombe  

Past President Bill Minns  

Secretary Graham Westaway  

Treasurer John Layton  

Club Service Cyril Molyneux 

Community Service John Vyverberg 

International Service Laurie Gage 

Vocational Service Kainie Harris 

Youth Service   

Sergeant-at-Arms Marty Alberni 

  

R.I. President William E. Walk Jr. Honorary Members:  

Lord R G Casey 

Dr Percy Langmore 

R.I. Theme Bridge the Gap 

R.I. Convention Atlanta, U.S.A. 

    

District Governor John Emmerton 

District Conference Frankston  

 

Each month President Keith McCombe would present his monthly message for publishing in 

the bulletin. The following are some highlights of his year as President. 

The Rotary Club made an offer to Dr Percy Langmore of becoming an honorary member and 

he willingly accepted. Dr Langmore began practicing medical services to the community in the 

early 1900s. A remarkable person, he was 90 years old when he accepted the honorary 

membership. 

On the 27th May 1971 President Keith had the pleasure of extending a warm welcome to Past 

President George Togasake, who was World President of Rotary International in the 

years1968/69.  President George spoke to members in reference to his year as world 

president and told of experiences encountered during his leadership.  

President Keith asked members for their full support to assist Bill Minns and Harry Oakes in 

their attempt to establish a mentally retarded centre at Pakenham. The Club decided to 

support this project by entering a young lady in a fundraising contest called Miss Golden Dollar 

Quest. The Club participant was Miss Sharon Fox, daughter of our member Harry Fox and she 

resulted runner up in the fundraising event. 

First Aid Classes were held with 17 people passing the exams. The firewood cut for the needy 

was another project that went well, with approximately 15 ton of wood cut and delivered.  The 

house painting working bee proved to be another successful effort, held over two weekends at 

the home of an elderly citizen located in Brisbane Street, Berwick.   
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The Club organised a Junior Art Show for all primary schools in the district, which was held at 

the Berwick State School, Peel Street. This was very well attended by junior artists and parent 

support.    

Being held over two days over a weekend, the arts and craft show was organised once again 

with record exhibits and public attendance.  

Rotary Clubs in Victoria organised a Bus-a-thon for 47 school children plus 4 Adults as 

supervisors to a day at Caribbean Gardens, with the support from the following schools: 

Berwick, Beaconsfield, Upper Beaconsfield, Officer, Narre Warren, Narre Warren North and 

Narre Warren East.   

PP Bill Minns was appointed as the District Governor's representative.  

The Rotary Convention held in Sydney was attended by five Rotarians and their partners, 

being PP Jim Brown, PP Bill Minns and Rotarians Kainie Harris, Robert Frost, and Brian 

Foster. 

Membership  35   Attendance 90 % 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changeover PP Bill Minns to P Keith McCombe,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 P Keith and CP Reg Kurl 

 

 President Keith and Rotary International 

 Past President George Togasaki, 4 June 1971. 


